Pinewald 1887-1915?
The Royal Pines, constructed in 1905 (?) on the site of the former Pines Hotel, became an area for urban vacationers to enjoy the “new-type, residential, recreational city-of-the-sea-and-pines.”  The Royal Pines, now a nursing home on Crystal Lake, gives visitors a sense of the sophistication and type of community the area was, and the importance of the Barnegat Branch of the Central New Jersey railroad.

Barnegat Park (1887-1915)

 In 1887, due to its close proximity to the Bayville Station, the Barnegat Park Company first conceptualized a retirement retreat for civil war veterans in Bayville (which was to be called Barnegat Park). In 1890, The Pines Hotel, along with a depot, post office, store and bank, were built up to allow a community to begin. However, in one short year, the optimism and hopes for success by the BPC ultimately turned for the worst, and the development became a failure. From a riot by 75 Italian workers in 1891, to mysterious fires and the burning of The Pines Hotel in 1895, the BPC (later becoming the Pinewald Beach Company) settled for a foreclosure on August 13, 1915. Ten years later, Benjamin W. Sangor & Company began construction on 16,000 acres of Barnegat Park, which was to be renamed Pinewald. With this new construction came a new railroad station and pavilion where the old Bayville Station stood, a new hotel called The Royal Pines, where the burnt down Pines Hotel stood, and this community became a success. The Pinewald community became an area for urban vacationers to enjoy the “new-type, residential, recreational city-of-the-sea-and-pines.” The Barnegat Park-Pinewald Station allowed for transportation, trading and vacationing along the Jersey Shore by the residents of Pinewald, and was demolished in 1974. Although the community of Barnegat Park no longer exists, The Royal Pines, now a nursing home on Crystal Lake, gives visitors to Berkeley Township a sense of the sophistication and type of community the area was, and the importance of the Barnegat Branch of the Central New Jersey railroad.   

